
East Peckham Parish Council 

EPPC Full Council Minutes 

Minutes of the Annual Full Parish Council Meeting, held on Wednesday 20th May at 7pm in the Parish 

Meeting Room, Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham TN12 5BT.  

1. Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

Councillor Williams was re-elected as Chair of the Parish Council 

Proposed: S North,  Seconded: D Seal, All in favour 

Councillor Seal was re-elected as Chair of the Parish Council 

Proposed: M Williams, Seconded: T Eastwood, All in favour 

2. Attendees, Apologies for absence: 

Attendees: Councillors M Williams, D Seal, T Eastwood, S North, M Joannes, D Fairless, T 

Hendry, H Wright, P Patel (arrived 7.15) Parish Clerk, Assistant Clerk, 

Apologies: KCC Councillor S Hudson and TMBC Councillor M Boughton 

3. Signing of Minutes of previous meeting; Wednesday 15th April 2026 

It was proposed to accept theminutes as a true and accurate record. 

Proposed: D Seal, seconded: T Eastwood, All in favour 

4. Declarations of interest or lobbying 

Councillor Seal declared an interest in Items 18 and 19 

D Fairless declared an interest in 15.5 

5.    Elections and Vacancies: There is currently 1 vacancy. 

        Due to recent resignation of Councillor A Courtney-Jones, TMBC have been informed 

6.    To agree the Terms of Reference and appointment of members to existing    

        committees, and assign responsible areas of the village. 

       It was resolved to agree the Terms of Reference for each committee. 

        Councillors per committee were agreed as follows: 

        Allotments: M Joannes, D Seal, T Eastwood 

        Assets: D Seal, T Eastwood, H Wright, M Joannes, M Williams 

        Climate: M Joannes, J Scorey 

        Events: M Joannes, D Seal, J Scorey, H Wright, T Hendry-Lewis, D Fairless 

        Finance: M Williams, T Eastwood, M Joannes, H Wright, S North 

        Local Development: M Williams, S North, D Seal, T Hendry-Lewis, J Scorey 

       Planning: All bar M Joannes and H Wright 

        Staffing: M Joannes, H Wright, J Scorey, D Seal 

        Youth & Community: M Joannes, D Seal, J Scorey, H Wright, T Hendry-Lewis, D Fairless  

 

       A sheet was circulated for Councillors to assign themselves areas of the village to be responsible     

       for in terms of delivering leaflets / information when required.  

        

7.    To review appointment of the Council’s representation at the following: 

        • Kent Association of Local Council  - M Williams, D Seal 

       • TMBC Parish Partnership Panel (PPP) - M Williams, D Seal 
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       • TMBC Transportation Board – M Williams 

       • TMBC Joint Standards Committee – M Williams 

       • Dementia Friendly – M Williams 

      Proposed: D Seal, Seconded: M Joannes, All in favour 

8.    To recommend to Council: 

        8.1) Approval / readoption of policies and procedures and Model Standing Orders 

                It was resolved to readopt the Model Standing Orders and Financial Standing Orders. 

                Due to volume of policies to be reviewed, these will be broken down into batches to review. 

                Proposed: T Eastwood, Seconded: M Williams, all in favour 

        8.2) Approval of review of inventory of land and other assets including building and office     

                It was resolved for the Assets Committee to review the full list in detail. 

        8.3  Approval of updated Contractors List 

                It was resolved to approve the updated Contractors List as follows: 

One Touch Cleaning – JH and Public Convenience Cleaning, External Building Maintenance 

Paynes Property Maintenance – Building / assets maintenance 

Bingham Security Solutions – CCTV 

HOCU – Plumbing 

Paice – Legionella Testing 

Bright Sparks – Streetlight Maintenance and Electrics 

Mark Edwards – Village Maintenance and Grass Cutting 

Kent Grassland Services – Grass Cutting and Playing Field Maintenance 

Tony Clarke – Pitch Marker 

B Earth - Cleaners 

PC Matters – IT support and software provision 

Gel Creative – Website support 

Mark Gurnett – Gardening (Community Garden         

                Proposed: M. Joannes, seconded: T Hendry-Lewis, all in favour 

        8.4  To note arrangements are in place for all insurable risks. 

                It was noted that arrangements are in place – Insurance policy is valid until October 2026. 

9.    To receive an update on items discussed and resolved at previous meetings   

        None received 

10.  Reports from Police & Community Warden 

        Reports Received – see Appendix 1 & 2 

Standing Orders were suspended to enable members of the public to address the meeting. 
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11.  County Councillors, Borough Councillors, Residents, 

        11.1 Reports from County Councillors, Borough Councillors 

                 Reports from M Boughton, via Parish Clerk: Met with South East Water and government     

                 ministers regarding the ongoing water issues and impact on future development. Seen as     

                 Grampian issues that will be resolved with investment in time. Is aware of the ongoing     

                 issues with the bike racing along the A228 and is looking at all possible solutions to it. There     

                 is now 1 Planning Committee for TMBC, rather than separate Planning Committees per    

                 area. 

                 M Williams recorded his congratulations on behalf of the EPPC, to S Hudson for the recent   

                award of her role of Deputy Mayor. 

 

        11.2 To receive correspondence from residents. 

                 Email received regarding potential boundary change depending on the final option decided     

                 upon for Local Government Reorganisation. Clerk signposted them to the relevant websites     

                 for further information.  

        11.3 To listen to residents.  

                Sohaib – Chair of the TMBC Independent Advisory Group. Introduced himself to the council    

                and explained his personal background and current role as a Critical Friend to the Police.    

                Is attending local Parish Meetings to meet all of the Parish Councils.   

                Planning to host an event at Tonbridge Police Station, further details to follow. Noted that    

                the Kent Police website has further details on crime within the village, will give a breakdown     

                of the crimes logged within East Peckham. 

Standing orders reconvened 

12.  Chairman / Clerk’s Report 

       Clerk: Neighbourhood Plan Launch and Annual Parish Meeting took place on Saturday 9th May.     

        Both events went well, with the NP Launch being well attended with approx. 88 residents there.    

        Recruitment for the Admin Support Role has been on hold due to workload, but the extra     

        capacity is desperately needed and the process will recommence asap.  

 

13.  Groups & Organisations:  

        To receive reports from the Chairman of Committees, Sub-Committees and Working      

        Groups that have met since the last Full Council Meeting: 

        Events: (M Joannes) The plans for the Summer event; official opening of the Community Garde    

        and Summer Fete are well underway, with Tom Tugendhat  and The Mayor of Tonbridge due to     

        attend. There will be drone footage, the EP Silver Band, children’s entertainment, food and drink     

        etc, being supported by Local Organisations. 

        Halloween Event will take place on 1st November – looking to add in a walking element 

        Christmas Lights  - 5th December 

        Youth & Community: (M Joannes) Looking into potential summer holiday activities that could be     

        run on the playing fields / in the Jubilee Hall. 

        Playground inspection – recent inspection identified numerous improvements required. 

        Instructor looking to run a PAYG Tai Chi session on the playing field – M  Joannes to request a  

        proposal from the instructor to bring back to Council. 
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14.  Reports from members who attended  - any meeting on behalf of EPPC not included      

        elsewhere on the agenda 

        T Eastwood – contacted a local farmer regarding disturbing wildlife during the nesting season,     

        wrote with the relevant legislation and have now stopped. Also raised that they have blocked off      

        a public footpath.  

15.   Finance 

         15.1  To note the approval of bank reconciliation as at 31st March 2026 

                   Noted: Signed by Clerk and D Seal 

         15.2  To review and approve the schedule of upcoming payments: 

 
                   TMBC Non Domestic Rates               £441.00 

Castle Water                                             £209.10, £35.67, £70.26 

Engie             £163.36 (public toilets) 

Engie             £138.87 (Jubilee Hall) 

Engie             £656.68 (gas) 

Veolia                        £174.67 

Salaries (June)            £3521.66 

HMRC                   £1059.31 

Nest              £280 (circa, awaiting exact amount) 

PC Matters            £111.03 

Travis Perkins            £69.69 

KALC – training                           £70 

Gel Creative            £160 

SSE Energy (Streetlights)          £436.30   

Business Stream           £111.60 

                   It was resolved to approve the payments. 

                   Proposed: T Eastwood, seconded: H Wright, all in favour 

 

         15.3  To consider any requests for grants and donation 

                   Paddock Wood Advice Centre: requested a grant of £500 towards the running     

                   costs of the advice centre. After brief discussion, it was resolved to award £250.  

                   Proposed: M Williams, seconded: M Joannes, all in favour 

         15.4  To consider and resolve any quotes received 

                   Quote received from Online Playgrounds for the repairs needed for play     

                   equipment and wooden assault course repairs: £9500. It was acknowledged that           

                   investment in the equipment is required and resolved to accept the quote. 

                   Proposed: T Eastwood, seconded: M Joannes, all in favour. 

                   Maintenance for Council Facilities: Clerk provided a quote for a local Handy Man     

                   service, to trial instead of hiring a replacement for the Facilities Maintenance role.    

                   Would enable greater flexibility around workload and may decrease the need for    

                   use of other more contractor services. 

                   Quote from BP Handyman services for 4 hours work was £145, to be booked in    

                   every 7-10 days as and when required. 
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                   It was resolved to trial using BP Handyman Services  for 4-6 weeks. 

                   Proposed: M Williams, Seconded: T Eastwood, All in favour 
 

                   Jubilee Hall and Pubic toilet cleaning: 3 quotes were gained from the following     

                   companies for the cleaning of the Jubilee Hall and the village public toilets:  

                   Bearth Limited, Simply Spotless Clean, Hashtag Clean 

                   In no particular order the quotes per month were as follows:  

                   Option A - £1290 

                   Option B - £1239   

                   Option C - £1235 

                   It was resolved to go ahead with option B: Beath Limited; they have previously     

                   carried out work for the council and clerk was very happy with the standard. 
                   
         15.5  To resolve pitch hire costings for 2026/27 football season 

                   Clerk circulated comparison costs of pitch hire in the local area, plus a breakdown   

                   of current charges and costs to consider for next season. It was resolved to defer    

                   to Finance Committee to do a deeper dive and give further consideration to the     

                   youth pitch hire costs compared to adult hire costs. As part of the conversation of               

                   number of uses, Council expressed concern at suggestion of regular use of the   

                   men’s pitch on both a Saturday and Sunday and the potential damage caused by   

                   overuse. 

         15.6  To agree Bank Signatories and mandates for 2026/27 

                   Unity: M Williams, D Seal, M Joannes, 

                   NatWest: M. Williams, M Joannes 

                   Cambridge: M. Williams and T Eastwood 

                   Resolved to make the members of the Finance committee on the mandates 

                   Proposed: M Williams, Seconded: S North, all in favour 

 

         15.7  To approve Direct Debits / regular Faster Payments for 2026/27 

                   Veolia (Waste collection) 

                BT (Phoneline & Internet) 

                 British Gas (Gas) 

               Castle Water (Water Supply) 

            Business Stream (Waste Water) 

               SSE (Streetlight Energy)  

                    Nest (Pensions) 

                    Engie (Electricity) 

                     Proposed: T Eastwood, seconded: M Joannes,  All in favour 

           

        15.8  To note Section 137 expenditure allowance for 2025/26 of £11.60 per elector in      

                   accordance with The Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) 
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16.   2026 Parish Infrastructure Statement; Council to confirm any additions / alterations to     

         the 2025 statement, ahead of submission. 

          After brief discussion it was resolved for the priorities listed to remain the same as 2025 – Clerk     

           to submit to TMBC 

         Proposed: M Williams, seconded: T Eastwood, all in favour 

17.   Bye Laws  

        Brief review of consultation process was given by M Williams, Parish Office to take      

        forward. 

18.   Men’s Shed; to consider a possible location for a building for use by the Men’s Shed,     

         consider if suitable for members to help with DIY at the Jubilee Hall, approve materials required     

         for future projects. 

         D Seal fed back that Men’s Shed is looking for a permanent home, the space previously on offer    

         at Muraspec is not going ahead. Shared photos of possible location behind the tennis courts,     

         plus a sample of prefabricated buildings as potential options. Will be applying to the National     

         Lottery for funding. Could be a multi-use building – Parish Council storage, History Trust when     

         working with the school. Still investigating energy supply options etc.  

         Question was raised regarding any limitations on use set by the Fields Trust and would it set a              

         precedent for other groups? Resolved for Council to investigate and report back. 

         Proposed: M Joannes, Seconded: M Williams, All in Favour  

19.   Parish Council maintenance storage; Council to consider and resolve options / costs 

        Options still being investigated; not possible to use the second sandbag container. 

20:  Planning Applications: To be Considered by Council  

        Ref: TM/26/00830/TNCA      

        Address: Horse And Groom Cottage 53 Chidley Cross Road East  Peckham TN12 5NP 

        Application: Lawson cypress (T.1) adjacent corner of the house - Reduce height by approx. 1/3      

        (2.5m) back to vicinity of previously reduced height and trim sides to tidy/provide clearance   

        from the house. 

 

       https://publicaccess.tmbc.gov.uk/online-applications/PLAN/26/00830/TNCA 

       After a brief discussion it was resolved Council has no objections:  

       Proposed: T Eastwood, seconded: H Wright, All in favour 
 

21.  Action regarding Social Media Posts; This item may require the exclusion of the press and       

        public due to its confidential nature (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings) Act 1960). 

        M Williams noted the amount of recent online activity and comments aimed at the Parish     

        Council and Local Development Committee members. He proposed a motion to go into closed     

        session in order for Council to discuss the legal advice received. 

        Proposed: M Williams, seconded: T Eastwood, All in favour. 

        
          

https://publicaccess.tmbc.gov.uk/online-applications/PLAN/26/00830/TNCA
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          Advice received and potential action was discussed. Resolved a public statement would be    
          made online, to include methods for raising official complaints, ways in which members of     
          the public can contact the Parish Council with questions, queries, concerns etc. Clerk to     
          draft and circulate for approval before releasing. 
          Proposed: H Wright, seconded: M Williams, All in favour. 

22.   Matters for future discussion. 

         None noted 

23.   Date of next meeting: Wednesday 17th June 2026 

 

Meeting closed: 21.03 
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Appendix 1: Report from PC  Holdings 
 
Hello all, 

Here is the report for East Peckham for May 2026: 

We have had 34 calls to the area during this time period: 

5 have been relating to nuisance vehicles (motorbikes) on the A228 on the 4th and 7th of May. 
Whilst this is obviously an ongoing issue for this area, the calls for the 4th are unsurprising due 
to this being a bank holiday renowned for bike rides and as such these issues were apparent up 
and down the country on this day. Our traffic officers were in attendance and one rider dealt 
with for traffic related offences. 

The remaining calls are all of types that I do not believe would be of concern to the wider 
community such as broken down vehicles, debris in the carriageway and other personal 
emergencies. 

I am hoping to host a “Cupper with a Copper” event – this will be in the offices here and I hope to 
do this either every month or two months. For updates on when these will be held, please sign 
up to My Community Voice via the Kent Police website and I will send out emails before each 
event! If you are unable to make these or have any issues you would like to discuss with me, 
please feel free to contact me via email at 14473@kent.police.uk 

 

Appendix 2: Report from Community Warden Diane Wakeling 

Brief report as follows:- May 2026 

Tuesday is my East Peckham day, I ensure to support the coffee morning at the Methodist 
church each Tuesday morning I am able to ‘touch base’ with up to 30 residents. Along with 
another monthly group too. I ensure that any new scam details are passed to residents. 

At present I have been made aware of a problem on Bells Farm Road, with large vehicles and 
tractors taking up the whole road and speeding round the blind bend. This was added for 
discussion with the Planning and Transport Committee and added to the highway’s 
improvement plan. I was assured by the Planning and Transport committee that the local 
farmers would be made aware of this problem and approached. I am awaiting an update into 
this situation. 

On a Tuesday in the village, I ensure to visit my vulnerable residents, although they know they 
can phone me at any time, should they need to. 

Last Sunday was Donna’s Fun Day, which I attended to help with car parking and breaking down 
the fencing etc., 

I will be available on the 13th June at the Community Garden Grand Opening to help again. 

I like to think that I am approachable and am always available to help our community. 

If you need anything, please contact me on 07813713740 

 


