
East Peckham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th  December at 7pm in the 

Parish Meeting Room, Jubilee Hall, Pippin Road, East Peckham TN12 5BT.  

EPPC Minutes 

1. Attendees: Councillors M. Williams, H. Wright, D. Fairless, T. Eastwood, D. Seal, TMBC 

Borough Councillor M. Boughton, Parish Clerk 

Apologies for absence: S. North, A. Courtney-Jones, M. Joannes, J. Scorey, T. Hendry-

Lewis, County Councillor S. Hudson 

 

2. Signing of Minutes of previous meeting; Wednesday 19th November 2025  

It was resolved that the minutes were a true and accurate record. 

Proposed: D. Seal, H. Wright, All in Favour 

3. Declarations of interest or lobbying 

D. Fairless – declared an interest in 14.1 – Planning Application Ref: 25/01993/PA    

4.    To receive an update on items discussed and resolved at previous meetings 

        Clerk reported that the electricians have investigated the issues with 2 streetlights     

        along Chidley Cross Road that were reported as not having worked since works were      

        carried out on the overhead electricity cables at the end of September. Both require       

        further works, which have been scheduled for early January, subject to the electrician’s      

        quote being     

        approved. 

5.    Elections and Vacancies: There are currently no vacancies 

6.    Reports from Police & Community Warden 

       None received 

Standing Orders were suspended to enable members of the public to address the meeting.  

      

7.   County Councillors, Borough Councillors, Residents, 

        7.1 Report from M. Bought, Borough Councillor: The Grove Farm Planning application has been      

              agreed, subject to an S106 Agreement being negotiated. Letters went out as part of the     

              process of enforcement, regarding the white hoarding that was put up along Hale Street. 

              Has received complaints regarding parking along Westwood Road, would like to know if EPPC     

              are aware of the issue, and is looking at potential solutions, such as asking Clarion if possible     

              to use part of the green. M. Williams confirmed EPPC is aware of the long-term ongoing issue     

              and that he has previously contacted Clarion regarding it but doesn’t receive a response. Will      

              contact Clarion again to ask if will  consider selling part of the land to KCC, or to just offer     

              parking spaces. 
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       7.2 To receive correspondence from residents. 

              Noted the posts on Facebook regarding Sunday parking along Pippin Road and Church Lane     

              and the recent accident along it. Another resident has stated they feel Pippin Road is less to    

              down to the football and actually caused by residents’ visitors. Clerk reiterated all teams are       

              regularly requested to park respectfully and safely in the roads around the area, but also that    

              the Parish Council is not responsible for how individuals choose to park. 

              Council resolved to re-investigate alternative parking solutions around the field, and add    

              signage on EPPC land where possible, highlighting not to park on the bend / pavement. 

              Proposed: DS, MW 

              Positive Responses received regarding the huge amount of work the council and Local     

              Development Committee have been doing towards the Regulation 18 Consultation. 

              Feedback regarding the Christmas Lights Switch On has generally been positive, was noted     

              that the footfall was less this year, but has been at other local events as well. 

       7.3 To listen to residents.  
              None present 
 
8.   Chairman / Clerk’s Report     
       The Chair noted the sad passing of Jill Anderson, former Mayor of Tonbridge and   
        EPPC Parish Councillor, and passes on his condolences to her family and friends. 
 
        Clerk reported damage to the tennis courts fencing, which is being investigated.     
        A potential Safeguarding issue was raised by one of the hall users regarding unauthorised     
        access by a youth during her session, which is being looked into, but not evidence found on     
        CCTV so far. Will continue to liaise with the hall user. 
 
9.   Groups & Organisations:  

        Local Development Committee Meeting met to finalise the response to the Regulation 18     
        Consultation, which is due to be submitted this week. Currently there are over 500 names      
        on the Residents’ Collective Response, which will be submitted early next week. 

10. Reports from members who attended any meeting on behalf of EPPC not included      

       elsewhere on the agenda 
        None given 

11. Finance          
        11.1  Noted the bank reconciliation has been done up to 31/10/2025 

       11.2  To review  and approve the schedule of upcoming payments 

                 All currently received invoices have been approved at this time. 

       11.3  To consider any requests for grants and donations: 

                 One request received from Baby Umbrella for a donation of £901 towards their running     
                   costs. Council does not have that much remaining in the current year’s budget and so     
                   resolved to decline the request. 
                   Proposed: D. Seal, seconded: T. Eastwood, all in favour 
 
        11.4  To consider and resolve any quotes received 
                   Quote 1: for Street light maintenance - £1 – approved 
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                   Quote 2: for replacement Defib due to the pads now being discontinued. It was      
                   resolved to purchase a middle-range option, currently £895, in due course.                                      
                   Proposed: T. Eastwood, D. Seal – all in favour 

        11.5 To review and consider draft 2026/27 budget – done 

                 The current draft budget was reviewed and discussed. Each committee will meet in early                     

                  January to review their budget lines in further detail against their plan for upcoming     

                  projects and incoming quotes. 

        11.6  To review current proposed Precept for 2026/27 

                  Resolved to increase by 5% - £8700 

     Proposed: M. Williams, seconded: D. Seal, all in favour 

12.   Update on TMBC draft Local Plan Consultation (Regulation 18 Consultation)  

          Update given above under Chair’s Report 

 

13.   Neighbourhood Development Plan 

        Council considered the  recommendation by the Local Development Committee to move     
          forward with preparing an NDP (also approved by EP Planning Committee).  
          Parish Clerk raised the question of who will manage the process – the Parish Office does    
          not have the capacity to. It was resolved to review the workload and consider how much    
          work would be required at what level; resourcing to be considered by the Staffing    
          Committee. It was resolved to move forward with preparing an NDP and therefore making     
          an application to Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council for designation of East     
          Peckham Parish as a Neighbourhood Area. 
          Proposed: D. Seal, seconded: H. Wright, Votes were 3 for, 2 abstain, 0 against. 
           

14.   Planning Applications: To be considered by Council: 

 

        Ref: 25/01993/PA   Proposal: Full Planning Application for the Change of Use of the site from      

        Commercial Builders Yard to a new Detached Self-Build Dwelling, together with the provision of     

        parking/turning arrangements and soft landscaping works 

        Location: LAND SOUTH OF HARPS END 216, Hale Street, East Peckham 

        After consideration it was resolved that Council did not have any objections. 

        Proposed: D. Seal, T. Eastwood, All in favour 
 

        Ref: 25/01883/PA  Proposal: Lawful Development Certificate Existing : Continued use of site for      

        Camping, Caravaning & Leisure Use 

        Location: LAND ADJOINING PUMPING STATION, Medway Meadows, East Peckham,  

        It was resolved that Council objected to this application: would query that it has been used since       

        2016 as stated in the application as feel that is inaccurate, and has concerns over flooding given      

        its proximity to the river which floods.  

        Proposed: D. Seal, T. Eastwood, All in favour 
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         Ref: 25/01960/PA  Proposal: Tree Notification Conservation Area, "T1 - Hornbeam - fell to       

         ground level. This tree is damaged from a bonfire and has outgrown the space it is in. T2 -     

         Walnut - remove lower branch to allow space from ground to just above head-height." 

         Location: 228, TONBRIDGE ROAD, EAST PECKHAM, TONBRIDGE, TN12 5LB 

         After consideration it was resolved that Council has no objection to the removals but would like      

         to see a replacement tree planted in its place. 

         Proposed: D. Seal, H. Wright, All in favour 

         Ref: 25/01734/PA  Proposal: Proposed new cladding on upper external walls to improve energy      

         efficiency and insulation of the property 

         Location: 140, BUSH ROAD, EAST PECKHAM, TONBRIDGE, TN12 5LN 

         After consideration it was resolved that Council did not have any objections. 

         Proposed: D. Fairless, D. Seal, All in favour 

 

         Ref: 25/01848/PA  Proposal: Section 73 Application for the variation of condition 11 (Design of       

         the proposed open river channel) of planning permission TM/21/00286/FL Demolition of            

         existing buildings, including a dwelling house (34 Pound Road), and erection of a residential   

         development comprising of 10 dwellings and associated works, parking and alterations to the      

         access points to Pound Road (Renewal of planning permission TM/16/03380/FL) - To retain the     

         culvert with safety upgrades such as trash screens and grilles 

         Location: DEVELOPMENT SITE AT BRUNSWICK YARD, POUND ROAD, East Peckham, 

         It was resolved that Council objected to the application and would like to see the culvert       

         opened. Is concerned that the footpath now floods whereas before the development it did not. 

         Proposed: D. Seal, T. Eastwood, All in favour 

         Ref: 25/02551/OUT (TWBC)   PROPOSAL: Outline planning application (with all matters           

         reserved except access) for up to 770 dwellings, 3no. Gypsy/Traveller pitches, a local centre (up       

         to 700 sqm of Class E(a)&(f) uses), a primary school, safeguarded land for a secondary school,      

         outdoor sports provision, public open space, landscaping and associated infrastructure. 

          Location: Land To The North West Of, Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent, 

         After consideration it was resolved that the Council was opposed to the application, and had      

         serious concerns regarding the increase in traffic it would create, lack of GP and Dental      

         provision, the strain on the current water systems given the recent local issue and the increase     

         in flooding Paddock Wood has experienced since other recent developments. 

         Proposed: D. Seal, M. Williams, all in favour 

15.   Matters for Future Discussion.  

          Staffing – Workforce Plan, Final Budget, Children’s Playground, Perimeter  

16.   Date of next meeting: Wednesday 21st January 2025 

          
Meeting Closed at 8.45pm 

 

 


