










The Internal Audit report identified significant weaknesses in internal control during 2022/23 in respect of payments and receipts not being 
approved and reported to council meetings in accordance with financial regulations. However, the Council answered yes to assertion 2 of the 
annual governance statement. The Council should ensure that the recommendations in the internal audit report are implemented and consider 
answering no to assertion 2 of the 2023/24 annual governance statement if these weaknesses remained for a significant part of the 2023/24 
financial year.

The Council has not fully implemented recommendations made in 2021/22 internal and external audit reports. The Council answered yes to the 
relevant assertion in the 2022/23 Annual Governance Statement (assertion 7), claiming it has taken appropriate action in respect of audit 
reports but due to staff turnover implementation was delayed until 2023/24 in some cases. In future, the Council should ensure that appropriate 
action in response to audit recommendations is taken within a reasonable time.
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